[Case analysis and planning: functional aspects].
Great emphasis is posed on the fact, that for all cases of reconstructive dentistry some basic information is required prior to any preparation of teeth. This basic information consists of study models, vitality and periodontal pocket probings, of full mouth X-rays and an intraoral analysis. If more information in regard to the solving of a case is necessary, diagnostic occlusal adjustment by the use of semi-adjustable articulators, eventually a diagnostic wax-up or set-up is required. Treatment planning is the first step to successful restorative dentistry. This gives the possibility to predict the prognosis of reconstructive cases prior to the treatment phase.